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November 2022

Dear St. John of God Parishioners,

Advent starts this week.  As we experience this preparation time to welcome the
birth of Jesus once again, the liturgical readings remind us of the importance of
hope in sustaining our faith in dark times.  

The Isaiah readings, especially, promise that we will beat our swords into
plowshares (first Sunday), the wolf shall be the guest of the lion (second Sunday)
and the desert will bloom with abundant flowers (3rd Sunday).  And on the 4th
Sunday, the Psalmist adds the visions of justice for the oppressed, food for the
hungry, freedom for captives.  These images of hope are like the audacious
dandelion pictured above which blooms, against all odds, in a most unlikely place.  

Many of our fellow parishioners who live alone and/or are immuno-compromised have experienced days,
weeks, months or even years of loneliness and fear as the Covid pandemic dragged on and on.  Finally,
some of us are beginning to see signs of hope.  I attended my first Sunday Mass at St. John of God very
recently after months away due to back pain, a major spine surgery in July and more months of rehab. 
Attendance is still sparse, but I loved seeing the friends who were there! The music is as glorious as ever
(even though we sing wearing masks!), the congregation isn’t shy about voicing personal prayers and there
was even a coffee hour with individually wrapped snacks to limit infection exposure.  It’s hard to describe
the dose of hope this typical St. John’s joyous worship experience gave to me!  

Two years ago, I wrote to ask for your financial support as we coped with the economic hit Covid inflicted
on our little parish and you responded generously.  This effort replaced the funds raised through our annual
raffle which had reliably helped us end each year in the black for 20+ years.  We got through the 2019-
2020 fiscal year thanks to your generosity, but last year circumstances prevented us from doing another
general appeal and we experienced a net loss of more than $30,000.  (You may have already received
communication about this from Father Kabipi and the finance committee – you can see these at
bit.ly/sjogfinance.)    

So here I am, hat in hand, again asking for your help to keep St. John of God afloat. 
Holding a raffle, distributing and selling tickets while Covid is still a threat is
impractical.  So instead we are sending this appeal to all the parishioners on our list. 
Once again we (myself and the other members of our fundraising committee) are
digging deep to make our own year-end contributions.  Won’t you join us?  

I gave the same amount I gave in 2019 for raffle underwriting plus the amount for raffle tickets I sold and
bought myself.  It’s easy to do online at www.sjog.net/donate.  Or you can write “Year-End Appeal in the
memo line on your check and mail it to:  St. John of God, 1290 5th Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94122. 

With love and prayers for hope and strength,

Susan Fox
Member, SJOG Fundraising Committee
415-516-1170
susanfoxcfre@outlook.com

PS If you can’t send a financial contribution this year, can you say a prayer for the success of our
efforts?  It will be appreciated!
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