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Expanded attendance rules for religious
services have now been put on hold.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Tuesday, October 20, 2020
Contact: San Francisco Joint Information Center, dempress@sfgov.org

*** PRESS RELEASE ***
SAN FRANCISCO CONTINUES REOPENING WITH
EXPANDED BUSINESS OPERATIONS AND ACTIVITIES
Now that San Francisco is assigned to the State’s Yellow tier, the City will move forward on
reopening offices and expanding capacity at business, including fitness, dining, places of
worship, personal services, recreation, and more
San Francisco, CA — Mayor London N. Breed and Director of Public Health Dr. Grant Colfax
today announced San Francisco is continuing its measured reopening of the economy. Beginning
Tuesday, October 27, the City will reopen “non-essential” offices at limited capacity.
San Francisco will also reopen indoor climbing walls and will move forward on expanding other
businesses and activities. In addition, San Francisco updated its timeline for opening additional
activities over the coming weeks.
These next steps come as the State assigned San Francisco to Yellow on its tiered reopening
system, based on San Francisco’s COVID-19 case and infection rates and equity metric. Since
the State introduced the tiered system on August 28th, San Francisco has had a deliberate
approach to reopening that has resulted in San Francisco being the only county in the Bay Area
placed in the Yellow tier and the only urban area to be at Yellow.
“San Franciscans have taken COVID-19 seriously from the very beginning, and thanks to
everyone’s commitment to wearing face coverings and following public health guidance, we are
able to keep moving forward with reopening. Today really is a sign of hope for our city and for
our economic recovery,” said Mayor Breed. “Every step of the way we’ve made decisions
through the lens of public health, and we will continue to do so going forward. We know new
cases of COVID are rising in other parts of the country, so we cannot relax. We must remain
vigilant. But I have faith in the people of San Francisco and in our approach to this virus. It
won’t be easy and there are still tough months ahead, but I’m proud of the way this City has
come together to fight this virus.”
“Working together, we have slowed the spread of COVID-19 in San Francisco. Our residents
have been tremendous partners and have taken the necessary precautions. We have had robust
partnerships across the City and the infrastructure that we have built in our COVID-19 response
has been critical to beating back the virus,” said Dr. Grant Colfax, Director of Health. “We will
continue to monitor our health indicators and impacts of reopening, which will help guide us in
future planning.”
San Francisco’s deliberate and measured reopening has resulted in San Francisco steadily
reducing the rate of infection that has resulted in Yellow tier status. As such, on Tuesday,
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October 27th the San Francisco Department of Public Health will issue final health and safety
guidelines to reopen non-essential offices at limited capacity and with specific requirements.
Indoor climbing gyms will also be able to resume with the same capacity as fitness centers, and
personal services can allow limited mask removal for services such as those provided by
estheticians. Additionally, fitness centers and institutes of higher education will be able to
increase capacity.
San Francisco has also set a timeline for opening new activities and expanding previously
reopened businesses and activities over the following weeks. San Francisco expects to reopen
indoor pools and bowling alleys, with required safety protocols, on November 3rd. Additionally,
the City plans to increase capacity allowances to 50% for indoor dining, places of worship,
theaters, museums, zoos, and aquariums. Schools will continue to reopen and some high schools
are on track to return to in-person learning in November.
“We’re making great progress towards San Francisco’s economic recovery because of the hard
work of residents and businesses alike,” said Joaquín Torres Director of the Office of Economic
and Workforce Development. “Through our measured and thoughtful approach, we’ll continue
to reopen safely and see the positive cultural and economic impacts necessary for our city to
thrive. We look forward to expanding more activity for businesses especially as we prepare and
head into the holiday season.”
“San Francisco has once again led the state with our deliberate yet collaborative approach to safe
re-opening. Over the last few months, the Economic Recovery Task Force has worked hard
with industry leaders to plan a path forward,” said Assessor Carmen Chu, Co-Chair of Economic
Recovery Task Force. “Today, we are witnessing the great results of teamwork and cooperation
from everybody. As a dense city, getting to yellow is a huge accomplishment, I am excited to see
more businesses come back and let’s keep it going!”
San Franciscans’ commitment to preventative measures such as wearing face coverings, social
distancing, hand washing, and avoiding gatherings has placed San Francisco in the unique
position of effectively managing the virus as the nation faces a third wave of outbreaks.
Additionally, San Francisco’s COVID-19 response infrastructure that includes testing, contact
tracing, and support services have been key to the City’s successful management of the virus to
date.
The reopening of businesses and activities will increase travel and interaction throughout the
city, which risks increasing community spread of the virus and an increase in cases. Public health
officials will regularly assess the Key Public Health Indicators, particularly new positive case
counts and hospitalizations to ensure San Francisco has the necessary resources available for
those who contract COVID-19. The phasing of additional activities is structured to maximize the
City’s ability to track these local health indicators and ensure that San Francisco continues to
manage its risk and to protect public health.
While San Francisco recognizes the State’s thresholds, the City will continue on a reopening
path based on its local health indicators and unique challenges and successes of our local
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reopening. Reopening is dependent upon San Francisco’s Key Public Health Indicators
remaining stable or improving, and the plan is subject to change. Following the reopening
activities below, and pursuant to the health indicators remaining stable or improving, San
Francisco will assess the possibility of further expanding office, retail, and other lower-risk
activities.
San Francisco’s reopening plan is outlined below and is available online at sf.gov/reopening. All
sectors that will be reopened or expanded should check San Francisco’s Reopening page for
updated requirements and guidelines that pertain to them.
Non-essential Offices
Starting on Tuesday, October 27th, non-essential offices can reopen at 25% capacity. Offices
with fewer than 20 employees can reopen beyond 25%, to the extent that space allows employees
to maintain social distancing. Specific ventilation guidelines must be met to the greatest extent
possible. Under the new health guidance, employers must conduct a health check of employees
each day that they report to the office. If San Francisco’s case rates remain stable or continue to
improve for at least 30 days following reopening on October 27, the City will consider further
expanding office capacity to 50%.
Climbing Gyms
Starting on Tuesday, October 27th, indoor climbing gyms and climbing walls within fitness
centers can reopen at 25% capacity with specific sanitation and staffing protocols in place. All
individuals must wear face coverings at all times.
Expanded Activities Resuming October 27th
In addition to non-essential offices and climbing gyms, San Francisco is moving forward on
expanding the following activities on Tuesday, October 27th:
• Indoor fitness centers can increase their indoor capacity to 25%, without cardio or aerobic
classes.
• Some indoor personal services that require limited face covering removal including
services provided by estheticians, waxing, and skin treatments.
• Institutes of higher education can increase capacity of outdoor classes to 25 people
(including instructors) and can request an exception to the 2-hour limit on indoor classes.
New Activities on November 3rd
• Indoor pools.
• Indoor bowling alleys.
• Indoor fitness centers, including those in hotels, can open their locker rooms and
showers.
Expanded Activities on November 3rd
• Dining establishments, including those within hotels, shopping centers and museums, can
increase their indoor capacity to 50% up to 200 people, and with a maximum time limit
per table seating of 3 hours.
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These are on hold. See
next document.
• Indoor worship can expand their capacity to 50%, up to 200 people.
• Outdoor worship or political protests can expand to 300 people, with face coverings and
distancing.
• Indoor museums, zoos, and aquariums can increase their capacity to 50%.
• Movie theaters can increase their capacity to 50% up to 200 people, without food or
beverage concessions.
• Allow some types of live performances with up to six performers to take place in a drivein setting.
• Film productions can expand indoor activities and allow for removal of face coverings
under specific guidelines and can expand outdoor activities to up to 50 people.
GOAL: mid-November
• Bars not serving food can re-open for outdoor operations, with specific health and safety
protocols that will be forthcoming.
Reopening of Schools - Ongoing
As state and local COVID-19 indicators permit, San Francisco schools may now resume inperson learning with approved safety plans in place. San Francisco’s approach to the reopening
process for San Francisco TK-12 schools (transitional kindergarten through 12th grade)
prioritizes the reopening of younger grades for in-person learning. As many as 114 private,
parochial or charters schools have requested applications for in-person learning this fall. Almost
92 schools have submitted applications and 56 schools have been approved for reopening. The
applications are being reviewed on a rolling basis.
All San Francisco schools must meet minimum standards required by the state and DPH before
resuming in-person learning. This includes providing detailed plans on how they will ensure
adequate testing and contact tracing for their staff and students. Schools will work with DPH to
meet all the requirements for the safest reopening. The school reopening dashboard identifies the
schools that have begun this process by sending an initial letter of interest to DPH to reopen, and
shows where each school is in the approval process, including completion of an on-site
assessment.
Although additional indoor activities are being allowed, it is important to remember that
generally outdoor options remain safer because the COVID-19 virus travels in the air and
collects indoors. Older adults and those with COVID-19 risk factors should avoid indoor crowds.
All San Franciscans must do their part to limit the spread of COVID-19, including face
coverings, social distancing, hand washing, and avoiding gatherings.

###
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San Francisco to Temporarily Pause on Expanding Activities and
Businesses Reopening
Posted Date: Friday, October 30, 2020

Due to an increase in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations, San Francisco will temporarily pause
most planned reopening efforts previously scheduled to resume on Tuesday, November 3rd. DPH
will assess situation; and resumption of further reopening is dependent on improvement of COVID19 impact
San Francisco, CA — Mayor London N. Breed and Director of Health Dr. Grant Colfax today announced the City will temporarily
pause reopening of additional businesses and activities scheduled to resume or expand on Tuesday, November 3rd. This pause is
due to an increase in COVID-19 case rates and hospitalizations in San Francisco, coupled with the current increase in cases in
California and across the United States. San Francisco will continue its strategy of a thoughtful and deliberate reopening, consistent
with emerging scientific data, information and evidence, and will move forward in the safest way possible.
This pause is a precautionary measure to ensure San Francisco can continue to reopen safely, to try to help prevent San Francisco
from moving backwards under the State blueprint, and to protect community health. It is better for San Francisco to take the time to
pause now and assess the data than to keep reopening and risk needing to roll-back reopening at a future date. Especially with
upcoming holidays and events, including Halloween and the election, and people’s desire to spend time with their families and
travel, it is more important than ever that the City carefully evaluate the data and respond appropriately.
The majority of activities and businesses that were scheduled to reopen or expand their capacity on Tuesday, November 3rd will be
paused. These include opening indoor pools, bowling alleys, and locker rooms at fitness centers, and expanding capacity at indoor
dining establishments, places of worship, and museums, among other businesses and activities that are allowed only if a county at
least reaches the orange tier under the State’s blueprint. Businesses and activities that are currently allowed may continue
operating at this time. Limited lower risk activities that were planned to move forward on November 3rd (and are not tied to the
State’s orange tier) will still do so, including expanded filming productions with strict safety protocols, and indoor dining at museums
up to 25% capacity. Schools will continue to reopen, with more than 75 schools approved and a handful of high schools approved to
open their doors in the next week.
“Throughout our response to COVID-19, San Francisco has demonstrated our willingness to make hard choices and take
reopening carefully and deliberately. Given what we’re seeing in our numbers here as well as across the country and the world, we
want to make sure we continue our cautious and deliberate approach, which is why we’ve decided to pause before moving forward
with more reopening,” said Mayor Breed. “With this pause, our public health experts can evaluate our cases and hospitalizations so
that we can work to stay ahead of this virus and keep our community safe. We have to all keep doing our part and follow public
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health guidance to keep ourselves, our families, and our entire city safe. Wear your face covering when you go out, keep your
distance, and avoid gatherings. This is going to be especially important with Halloween this weekend and the election on Tuesday.
These aren’t normal times and we can’t act like they are.”
“Our goal has always been to respond quickly and carefully, watch the data closely, and make decisions based on the data,
science, and facts,” said Dr. Grant Colfax. “The data is, once again, telling us to pause and to extend the time before we reopen the
next phase of indoor activities. San Francisco’s strategy has always been a deliberate and measured approach. As we increased
activities throughout the City, we expected to see the virus circulate. We have always focused on making sure our healthcare
system can handle cases, and while system capacity remains adequate, we know this virus can move fast, so we are pausing to
evaluate and to ensure we can continue to manage the impacts of the virus and keep our communities safe.”
The Department of Public Health will continue to monitor the City’s COVID-19 Key Public Health Indicators and other information
that will inform the status of further reopening, and will determine when it is appropriate for San Francisco to resume its gradual
reopening. The City continues to encourage San Franciscans to avoid gatherings, wear face coverings when leaving home, and
keep their distance from other people, and to get tested for COVID-19 if they feel sick.
“Although we are disappointed to hear that San Francisco will not be moving forward to allow indoor dining at 50% capacity at this
time, we understand the need to pause our reopening plan in order to keep cases and hospitalizations under control,” said Laurie
Thomas, Executive Director, Golden Gate Restaurant Association. “This is not the news we were hoping for, but we are thankful
that indoor dining at 25% capacity is continuing, as is outdoor dining, all adhering to our SF Department of Public Health guidelines.
We appreciate the hard work of the Mayor, the Department of Public Health and our community to keep our city from facing the
surges and backtracking of reopening that we are seeing across many parts of the country and internationally.”
The following activities scheduled to resume on November 3rd will be put on pause:
Reopening of indoor pools, indoor locker rooms and showers at gyms, and indoor family entertainment activities like bowling
alleys.
Expanding capacity from 25% to 50% (up to 200 people) at indoor restaurants, indoor food courts, movie theaters,
museums, zoos, and aquariums, and houses of worship.
Expanding capacity at outdoor events from 200 to 300 people at outdoor worship and political protests.
The following activities scheduled to resume on November 3rd, will continue:
Reopening indoor dining at museums at 25% capacity (up to 100 people).
Expanding outdoor film production from 12 to 25 people with safety protocols and easing restrictions on indoor film
production with testing and ventilation requirements or an approved health and safety plan.
Allowing additional types of outdoor live performances with up to six performers in a drive-in setting.
Allowing increased real estate showings with social distancing protocols in place.
Additionally, to continue to operate at 25%, indoor restaurants and personal service providers that deliver services requiring mask
removal will need to post signage about what ventilation measures they have put into place and comply with at least one of a list of
recommended ventilations strategies by November 17.
One of the key indicators of COVID-19 prevalence in the city, the number of new cases per day per 100,000 people, has increased
over the last two weeks from a low of 3.14 cases per 100,000 people to 4.17 cases per 100,000 people. The rate of increase in
hospitalizations of COVID-19 patients is also a key indicator that affects the pace of reopening. San Francisco recently hit a low of
21 people in the hospital with COVID, but that number has begun to climb again and is now at 37 people.
Despite this recent increase in cases, San Francisco continues to do relatively well in mitigating the spread of COVID-19 in the
community. San Francisco has the lowest death rate of any large city in the U.S. and has the second lowest test positivity rate of
any large city. San Francisco leads in testing, with 5,100 average tests per day and more than 664,000 tests conducted to date.
The City’s relative success to-date is due to its COVID-19 response infrastructure, which includes testing, contact tracing, and
support services, its deliberate and measured approach to reopening, and a willingness to pause and assess the data before
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moving forward on reopening.
The Department of Public Health will monitor the Health Indicators, the risk of specific activities, the estimated reproductive rate of
the virus, the regional data and the State’s actions in determining when and how to move forward, pause, or dial back reopening.
More information about San Francisco’s reopening timeline can be found at https://sf.gov/step-by-step/reopening-san-francisco.
###
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